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COMMANDERICHARLESHAULTAIN, RN, KH[(1787(1845)

Closeltothelgraveyard(wall, near(the'southern/porchiof [SttMary’s
Churchlislitheplainlland [unostentatious _tombof LCommander
Charles[1Haultain, I1Royal [ INavy. [ 1Locallrumour(has[/it[Ithat
CommanderHaultainhad [(taken[partlin[Nelson’'s[famous ¥ictory
atltheBattle 0f Trafalgarin(1805.[Althoughlthis ismotltrue, Charles
Haultain/did havedalongland [distinguished mavalldareerland hasla
speciallplacelin(the(historyof the[RoyalNavy.

CharlesHaultainiwasbornlinI.ondonlinIDecember 1787, the eldest
sonlof Lieutenant Colonel Theodore[ Haultain[ of[ Worcester[who
had[seen muchl activel servicel on[ the[ Continent with[ the[ 37t
Regiment[of[ Foot.[ [ Charles[joined the[Royal[NavyLasLan_Able
Seamanlon[2[January1800Land servedLfirst_on[board LHMS Agincourt,[al64(gun Lfrlgate Lthat Lbaw Lduty Loff
Newfoundland, land lin(the(North[Sealand[as(atroopshiptoEgypt.[[The[war with Franceland [Spainnder(the
leadershipLof[(Napoleon(Bonaparteldominated[theléarly[part of(Haultain’s career. [By 1801 [Charles’hadbeen
promoted [toltheltanklof(Midshipmanland[spenttwolyearslin the[Mediterranean(sailinglon[thelsloops HMS
BonnelCitoyenneland (HMS Vincejo,[bothlcapturedenemy [$hips. IOn[14[$eptember 1803, (how [servinglon [HMS
Cerberus,hetook[part/inlthe maval(bombardmentlof(Granville on(the CotentinPenisulalof morthern/France.

~ ] During[ the[next[itwolyears[ Charles [Haultain[ served
| successivelylontHMS Speeduwell, Thisbe, Glory'and Ocean.
Helwaslservinglon board[the[98gun[HMS Glory, the
flagshiplof[Rear[Admiral Sir[Charles[Stirling,[duringlan
action[on[22July1805.IA large Franco Spanish fleet[had
evaded [ Nelsonlin[the[/Atlantic[for[some[weeksbutla
British[squadronliinder[Vice[Admiral (5ir[Robert Calder
discovered Land_engaged[thelenemyl(fleet[ 100 imiles[off
CapelFinisterre.I_The[British. Squadron_succeededlin
capturingtwo[$panish ships but the[bulk of theléenemy
fleetlescapedtoltegrouplfor the final(battlelat Trafalgar
thatiwould[takelplacelthreeimonthslater.

AdmiralSir[Robert/Calder’s/Action(off[Cape(Finisterre
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On[26 April[1806[Charles[Haultain[ivas_promoted to Lieutenant and (was_servingLonboardthe 98 [gun (HMS
Princelat(thistime. [For(the mextthreeyearshefook[partinblockadingpatrols offtheldoasts of Franceland[Spain
on(boardHMS Prince, Queen'and Excellent.lIn[1809he became!theSenior(Lieutenant(of HMS Decade,[a[36[gun
captured(Frenchfrigate[which(was[based[onthe(lrish station. TLater[the[same[year heltransferred tolanother
frigate, (HMS Active,Land(proceededtothe[Adriatic[Sea. IONn 29 June[1810 Lieutenant Haultain,.commanding
HMS Active’slaunch, [played a major(toleinltheldapturelof(alconvoyof 24 Frenchisupplywesselsmear(theltalian
portlatGrado. [Hellaterfook partiiniseverallsmall boatlactionsbutdeturned sickfo England in[Dctober 1811.

Haultainwasmnextlappointed to(the(2,457 tonHMS SanJoseflon[3September(1811.[IYetanother formerlénemy
ship, [the SanlJosefthad (beenlcapturedbyNelsonlatltheBattlelof [Cape St Vincentland with112[¢annonswaslthe
largestland mostpowerful shipthat(Haultainlserved on/during(his/career.[On23May[1812hetransferred tolthe
74[gunHMS Egmontlin[whichlhe(took partlin/theléscortlof(aRussian/fleet from[theBaltic(to England. TInJune
1813Haultainvolunteered for duty(with(Captain[ArthurFarquhar’ssquadronwhichwas/chargedwith[clearing



theFrenchloccupation(forces from(thelportsland river(imouths[of(Germany. IThese ports werelalVital[partLof
Napoleon'slogisticschain(duringhis marchlacross Europeland linto [Russia. [Based(attheBritishmavallstationion
thelisland[of [ Heligoland, (Haultain[Was[placedlinlcommandof(a flotillalof (12 gunboats[which[inade[many
harassing/actions[along/the northGerman/coast/including/atBusum/and [Cuxhaven(on(the Elbe,[and Blexen'and
Bremelehelon[the[Weser. [Atsome(timelduring(thisperiodheWas(attachedtothe headquarters of (the [Crown
Princelof Swedenwhosearmy(hadljoined those(of Britain,[Austria/and Prussialin(the fight/againstMNapoleon. [In
1814 Swedishland Britishforcesbesieged the Danishheld [town(of Gluckstadt whereHaultainled alshore party
thatlassistedlin(thelcapturelof(this(fortified town.[TFor his[¢conduct/duringtheBaltic[¢campaignHaultain was
promotedtolCommander(on[15[June(1814[and [Wwas|presented[Wwith[the $Swedish[Gold[Medal(in[1819.[1On[13
August1814hemarried(Elizabeth Saward(of Southend, [Essex.

After[1814lt[doesmotappear(that(Charles Haultainsaw(activelservicelagain andprobably
spentlthe testlof hisihavallcareer at[shorelstations. IOn[1January 1833 helWwas createda
Knightlof(the[Royal (Hanoverian Guelphic[Orderlin[trecognitionlof aldistinguished [haval
career!that hadspanned(threel decades.(IThis rarel order[was onlylawarded![tol British
subjectsbetween1815(and 1837 whentheconnectiontothe House of Hanover/deased Wwith
theldeathlof William[IV.[HaultainWwasonelof(theveryfew RoyalNavylofficers iinder(the
rank of (Captain to Heceivelthisprestigiouslaward whichWwasfepresented by [animpressive
gold (cross/bearing/the white horse/of Hanoveraslits centrepiece.

In(1839Charles{ Haultain[becamelthe editor_of . The New
Navy/(Listiwhichlgavethe[hames/and(serviceldetails/of(all
¢ : officersthen/servinglin/the[RoyalNavyandRoyal Marines
together withlalwiderangelof other(salient information/including lists of officers
HER MAJESTY'S FLEET; onlindividualiships/in'service, tates of (pay and[pensionianda tecord (of the war
e servicel of relevant! officers. TWhilelthere had been! official and [unofficial Navy
ListsUsince[11780,/Haultain’s_Inew Liquarterly [list_iwas[ifar[Jand laway_imore
comprehensiveland moreldetailed. [Although helonly ledited the Listfor[six years
theselbooks[Inow![]providelthel Iresearcher[Iwith([lallwealth[of[linformation
unsurpassed [bylany lother [(published (INavy[Lists[beforelor since. [lIn[taising[the
Navy(Listltolalhighlstandard he[madelalimajor[¢ontributionto(the tecordinglof
Navyhistoryland [present(day(tesearchers.owel[Charles [Haultainlalhugeldebt of
gratitudeforhis[imeticulousUand [ painstakingefforts. JLIEvenJwithouthis
distinguished (servicelatseal hisleditorship’of the[Navy!(List haslearned himla
prominent(placelinithelhistory [of the Senior Service.
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Commander[Charles'Haultain/died[atFairford Houselon[4 June[1845/aged (58. [lt(is mot known/when he moved
to(Fairford (butmeitherhe mor his wife(Elizabethis listed [in/the 1841 (Gensus. [Soon after his[death his Wwife moved
back o herfamilyinEssex wherelsheldied(0n24December1877aged(80.
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