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THEHONEYBONESIOF FAIRFORD

Forlover[100Lyearsfour(generations ofthe Honeybonelfamily(carried [onla[watchland (clockmaking businessin
Fairford.(IHoneybone[¢locks(arehow muchlsoughtlaftertoday, pparticularly lin(the[Cotswolds as they tepresent
finelexamples/of(local(éraftsmanshipland(alink to Fairford’s[past.

Theloriginalhead[ of[the[Fairford branch’ofl thelHoneybone family[Wwas/Richardwho
moved |tolFairford from/thefamily homelin(WanboroughmearSwindon/towards/thelend
of [ the[18th[Century. [ Richard’sfather,[ Thomas,[and[grandfather, Richard, iwerelboth
clockmakersiwholWworked atl Wanborough, althoughl Richard[is originally[thought to
have(lived linlhearbyLiddington. (IRichard the élderwasbornlin(1718(and Gvasmaking
clockslandwatches bylat[least[the[1740s.[[His son, [ Thomas,  tookLover[the[familylin
businesslinWanboroughland whenlhe diedin1807two of hislsons, William[andRichard,
and[hislwife, [Ann,[carried Lon the[clocklmaking[business..I William[died [very[50on
afterwardsland [controllof the(Wanborough(businesspassed to hisimother.[IMeanwhile
Richard had marriedJane Elizabeth(Boucher(and had moved lfo Fairford folsethimselfuip
aslalclockland [watchliakerlinlpremises’in London(5treet. [Whenlhis inother proved
incapablelofllooking after thelWanboroughlbusiness Richard[tooklit_onland [for_alfew
years! at[least maintained hisl own[ business!atl Fairford as welllas inl Wanborough.
Between[1809Land[1817[Richard[was[¢ontracted [tolmaintain[theLechlade¢hurchlélock.
Richard’swife[Janeldied in[1813@nd hemarried [dgain, [Elizabethfrom Sherborne.[Shelset
uplbusinesslaslalgrocer(inFairford,probablyin adjacentpremises/inlLondon Street.[The
couplehadlsix/children, threeof whom would (alsobecomedlockmakers. [Theleldest/son
was[ThomasWwho[Wwas[bornlin1802and moved[to Brentford (near London wherelhelis
recordedlas[a‘watchland(clock maker(from[at(least[1839(to[1871.[THis[younger[brother
Richard learntrhis trade(from hisfather(atFairford (before[moving/toNottingham where
helmarried[AmyMargetts(wholwasalimember[of(awell (known [family Lof [clockmakers
fromlthe(Midlandsland(alclock maker inher(ownright. [t fell fo[George, bornlin1810, o
carryon[ thel family[business[at[ Fairford. [ In[1835 George married Sarahl Hewer[of
Fairford.[Inthe (1841 censusGeorgelis recorded @sbeing|a silversmith but s listed [as/a Watchland [dlockmakerlin
the( 118511 census. | Tradel directories[ of( thel time[alsollist the[ Honeybones[ asjewellers[ as! thel skillsand
craftsmanship Hequired for makingfimepieces/are thelsame/asthosemeeded to makeldnd Fepairjewellery.

?ﬂ;{g ItCis[InotlTknown'when[George!died[/butl helis listed[/inJan[11863
Gloucestershirel tradel directorylas( still trading, [aslindeed[is hisimother
Elizabeth whosel groceryl[shoplas!listed[as latelas( 1870 at/ which date
Georgelisnollonger tecordedland[Elizabeth[was[82.[T1George and[Sarah
Honeybonelhad fivel¢hildren, [all(bornlin(Fairford. [ ITwoLof the children
diedlinlinfancy(butlthelother[threelall[followed[in the family tradeland
becamewatchland [cdlockimakers. [Theléldestson, Richard, lis(describedasa
watchmakeriwhilelagedjust[14[in[the[ 1851 ¢census. [ Hellater[moved[to
Rugbywherehelhad(abusinessuntillabout1870whenhemoved toLuton
wherelhelcarried[on his trade(untillat(least[1881.[TAnother(son,[Thomas
Henry, 'moved tolBexleyheath hear[Dartfordlin[Kent wherelhis business
flourished ‘untilat(least[1882. 1 The[Fairford business/was(left[to[ Charles
Johnwhowasborn[in(1849l@nd whomarried Mary Mapson, [daughterof(a
= Cirencester watchland (clockmaker, in[1872. By thetimeCharlestooklover
S thelfamily/business/factory(mass(produced (clocks/and watches/had largely




replaced themuchmoreléxpensivelhand[madetimepieces. THowever, there[was/still [a[tequirement(for tepairs
and[c¢ustombuilt[pieces, [eventhough[many of[the[products.sold by the(Honeyboneslin their shopwould ho
longerhavebeenmadelon thepremises.[Perhapsiinlorder toldiversify his[business[Charles(also took toSelling
fliesland fishing(tackletolsupplythosewho fished therich/trout(streams[in(thelarea.

Thellast(Honeybonetoldarryon/thefamily businesslinFairford wasGeorge who wasbornlin[1878 toCharlesand
Mary. IGeorgeland [his wife[Rosel¢ontinued [fo[run(theshopwhich[is how thel[bar of(the[Allium[restaurant.on
LondonStreet. TAnlardentsupporter(of localsporting éventsdand inhis youthlamember of [Fairford’sIdricketland
footballlteams, Georgeldied in[August1939whileRoselpassed @waylinNovember1957.

It[shouldberemembered [that/the[Honeybonesweremot(the only familylinvolvediniwatchlandclock making/in
Fairford.[Therelislévidencelthatperhaps(asiearly(as(the1720s Thomas Whitewasmaking[clocksinFairfordand
his[sonHumphrey listecorded [as awatchmaker(inthe[1760s.[The Bealefamily waslalsolinvolvedlinwatchland
clockmakinglandhad (@ businesslinFairford for much(ofthe19t[Century[in[competition withthe(Honeybones.
Although(perhapsmot(in(thelfirstrank of Wwatchlandclock makers, (the [Honeybones of Fairford (produced(good
qualitytimepiecesWhichlfoday fetchlhigh[prices[Whenever(theydometip atiauction. [Thelextended (Honeybone
familyproduced (atleast11 draftsmenwho [tooktheirfrade to dteastseven differentparts of England (butlit was
at[Fairford (thatthe[Honeybonesmaintained dlcontinuity (of fineldraftsmanshipfor(dver(adentury.

RICHARD HONEYBONE
Liddington & Wanborough
b 1718, d 1768

Names in red were resident in
Fairford

Names in BLOCK CAPITALS
were watch and clock makers

Richard
b 1756, d Apr 1796
Marlborough
m Sarah Newman

THOMAS
b 1744, d 1807
Wanborough
m Ann Warman 1768
1

Elizabeth

b 1747

I

WILLIAM
b 17767, d May 1807
Wanborough

RICHARD
b 1776 d Mar 1834
Fairford
m Jane Elizabeth Boucher

—

THOMAS
b 1802
Brentford

RICHARD
b 1804
Nottingham
m Amy Margetts

GEORGE
b 1810
Fairford
m Sarah Hewer 1835

William
b 1808

RICHARD
b 1837
Rugby, then Luton

ChrisHobson
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THOMAS HENRY
b 1840
Bexleyheath

CHARLES JOHN
b 1849, d 4 Sep 1915
Fairford
m Mary Mapson 1872
b 1853, d 18 Nov 1927

Henry James George
b 1843 b 1846
d Jul 1845 d 1847

Florence A
b 1875

GEORGE
b 1878, d 22 Aug 1939
Fairford
m Rose
d 3 Nov 1957
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