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VALENTINE[STRONG [ COTSWOLDSTONEMASON

Valentine Strong’s tomb in[St Mary’s Churchyard

The[Cotswoldslhas(along[tradition(of [quarrying and [stonemasonry [thanks to the high[quality limestonefound[in(the
area.[Many [prominent/stonemasonshavehailed from[the Cotswolds[and foremostlamong/these Was(the Strongfamily
wholwerelinvolved(in[thelquarryinglandbuilding/business(for at(least four[generations/and 'who'achieved hational
importance.[Valentine Stronglisbest known![forhis ¥ebuildinglof (Fairford [Park [House and [for (being the father(of the
master thasonswho built Sir[Christopher(Wren’smew (StPaul’s[Cathedral.

Valentine[was[bornlin[ Little Barrington[near[ Burford [in[ 1609 the[only[son_of  Timothy[Strong, [sometimes, [like
Valentine, [recorded [as[Stronge. [ITimothy [wasbornlin[Wiltshire [(possibly lin[Box)in[about[1565butmoved(to[Little
Barrington(in(the early[17th[Centuryland owned quarries(inland mear the(village 'and at[Tayntonfjustacross/theborder
in[Oxfordshire. [[Thelhugehollow[in(the centre of [Little[(Barringtonlistheremainsof one lof Timothy’s quarries and
Valentine must'havelgrownlupwithin[sightlof(thelquarryworkings. IThe family 'had houseslin'both!Villages and
Valentine[StronglisLoften(referred tolas being[“from Taynton’ where helistecorded s alchurchwardenlin(1642.[1The
fine[building[stone from[the local quarries[was muchlin[demand[and [ivasLoften transported long distances. [ The
quarrieswereinusempuntil(atleast(the late1950s buthad all been/closed by 1961.

Thelearliest tecorded [date for Timothy[Stronglas[alstonemasonlandbuilderlis 16321633 whenlhe tebuilt partLof
Cornbury Housemear[Charlbury in[Oxfordshirelfor HenryIDanvers, theEarllof [Danby, fothedesignof NicholasStone.
In1634Timothyand hisSonValentine[started work(on(the (Canterbury Quadrangle(of(St John's[Collegein[Oxford, the
firstléexamplelofItalian[Renaissancelarchitecture in(Oxfordshire. [IIt[hasbeensuggested [that [ Timothy maylalsoLhave
beenl(responsible(for the(magnificent gatehouselof (Sir John[Tracy’sthouselatStanway [hear (Winchcombe (builtlduring
the[1630s)(aslits designbearssomelsimilarity tolthe(Canterbury(Quadrangle.

Around[1634the(Strongs builtLLodge[Park/in the deer park(of [Sherborne HousenearBurford. ISherborne Houselwas
owned by[John'"Crump’Dutton[wholhad been(alfriendof both King CharlesI1land[Oliver Cromwell[and 'whowas
reputedlylone 6f themichestimenlin[England. MlodgeParkWwas(dnlalmostiimique buildinglinthatlitiwasbuiltWith/a flat
roof(tolservelaslal grandstand/for[visitors'to[watchldeer/coursing. I The designmay!conceivably havelbeenleither



Valentine’s  orlhis[father’s or[possibly[thatlof( Inigo[Jones, onelof( Britain's
foremost(architects.[ /[ This[ rare[ building was[iconverted[ into["al Pprivate
residencelabout[1900thavingbeen(éxtensively [fenovated[several times and
isltodaylinlthelhands/oflthe(NationalTrustland l0pen(tolthepublic.

When(Timothyldiedin[1635(0r[1636 Valentinetook over the family business
and[most(likely[¢completed [the[work(at[St[John's[College. IIt[as[possibly
during(the Wwork on[CornburyHouselthat[Valentine(met[AnnMargettsLof
LodgePark Charlburywhom(he marriedon[9November[1633.[Over the mext20(years
’ ' thelcouplehad altotal of (10 or( 11 children, whichlwas[ by nol means
uncommon/for(this(period. [Fivelof his[sonswouldbecomelstonemasons. [[Therelismoldefinite[tecord of[Valentine
having[worked[ onlany[major project during/the(1640s. I This is[hot surprisinglas much’of(thelcommercial lifel of
England[was[disrupted(by(the Civil[(War[that(taged [throughoutmost_of(that decadeland which[greatly Laffected [the
counties/of Gloucestershireland (Oxfordshire.

Thelfirstmajor projectthatValentinelistknown/tolhaveuindertaken(after
helinherited his/ father’s[ business[ wasl on[ familiar ground.[TIn[1651
Valentinereturned to/Sherborne Houseto/do/some major work/on(John
Dutton’stesidence, [atask Whichdccupied [somelthreelyears. IThework
involved enlargingDutton’s late 16th[Century [manorhouse, most(likely
inlalsimilar style toltheloriginal(building. TIt[is thought/probable that
Valentinelivas/ hot only[thelbuilder butlalsolthe designer[ of the hew
Sherborne House.[[Valentine’s building[was[almostLcompletely [rebuilt
by Lewis[Wyatt between([1829Land 1834 with[the[17t[Century_ house
beingldismantled _and the[stones[humbered to be trell1sed [in[the hew
work.[/[IAlthough[substantially Caltered Utherelare(still[isome[original
features@emaininglof(Valentine Strong’sbuilding.

Sherborne House

In(1656 [Richard (Whitmore, [the[Sheriff[of (Gloucestershire, [commissioned [Valentine[Strongtolcompletely tebuildhis
medieval manorhouselatLower Slaughter which'had become ruinous. [Thebuilding/contractwassaid[tobe[“/for(the
sum[of[£200(in[lawful English[money”.[IThelbuilding hadloriginallybeenlalconventbut(Wwas[seized [by[the[Crown
during[the[ Reformationland(grantedlin[ fee[in[1611 to[Richard’s[father, Sir[ William[Whitmore, [ the[Member[of
Parliament(forBridgnorthlinShropshire, who [passed|it(to his[sonin[1649. [t
was[deemed[tolbelbeyond(repairlas eéarlylas[1637 [and[the[Victoria[County
Historymakes[teferencelto Valentine Strongbuildinglamew houselatILower
SlaughterLabout[ 1640 but the[same_teferencelalso nhotes that the datelis
probably inlerror. [(Buildingworkhad Gertainly dommenced by [1656(and [the
datelof(1658 still[exists onlalstonelfireplacelin(thelentrancelhall.[THaving
remainedlin(thelpossession ofl the[Whitmore family[for over850Lyears,
todayLower[Slaughter(Manor(is[alluxurioushotel, [greatlyaltered in[1864
and (1891 bothlinsideland out  from[Valentine[Strong’s imid 17t Century
Lower(SlaughterManor building.

In1661,[atthe agelof(53, Valentine[StrongvasLengaged by LAndrew [Barker [tobuild thelarge house[that¢ametobe
knownlas(Fairford [Park[(House. [IWhen[Barker[bought(the Fairford [éstate(Warwick[Court, [John Tame’s[16t[Century
manor house, Wasno Tongerin/good dondition/so he decided (on/a mew, morelextensive/residence setback/furtherlaway
from[thelchurch.[ITheldesignLof Park[House was[VeryLsimilar(tolthat_of Sir[Roger[Pratt’s(mansionlat[Coleshilllin
Berkshire whichwaslinfluenced, lif ot actually [designed, by Inigo Jonesljust/a few(years beforelwork beganlatFairford.

Sadly,[Valentine[Strongdid ot livelonglénough(to(see Fairford Park(finished as'he(died lin September 1662 and the
workwasldompleted by his[sonThomas. [The drawing by JohannesKip of@about1710[gives Somelidealof whatFairford
Parkooked likeWwithin(a [generationlof its.completion. IThehousewas[greatly [altered [to[suit[the[Rococo Style of (the
mid (18t Centuryland[it[was[modified [again[in[the[1780s, this time[by[Sir[John[Soane. [ Theldecaylandleventual
demolition/of Fairford (Parkin19550vas(aldruel iend foValentine Strong’s greatmasterpiece.




Itfisinotlknown/where[ Valentine Strong/was livinglin
Fairford 'duringlhis(tebuildinglof( FairfordPark. T1t[is
possiblelthathewas!stayinglattheParkIitself as[parts.of
ittwouldlhavelremained habitablelduring thebuilding
work. T His bodyl ‘wasnot taken[ back! to[ thel family
homeslatLeither[Little[Barrington_or Taynton[but(ivas
buried under(amagnificentbalefombmearthe porchlof
StMary ithe[Virgin(in/Fairford. TA (baleltomb!is[atypelof
chesttombl(that(haslasemilcylindricallcapping[stonelon
theltop.[The(bale itselfoftenhas(abanded designland/[is
thought(toxepresentleither(corded (bales of [cloth or the
pallsithat/oftenidovered ‘thehearse. [Whatever(the[origin
of[theldesign,[bale tombs[arel[largely confined to[the
eastern Cotswoldsland [¢anbefound linlequal [quantity
onl]either(Isidel]of[]thel]Gloucestershire/Oxfordshire
border andmostlseem toldatel from[the 17t and 18t
centuries.

JohannesKip’sidrawingofFairford Park House

Valentine[Strong’swell preserved tomblisaGradel* listed monument. [t has(d spiral (patterned bale topwhich gives
thetombla distinctive’appearance.[TAt(theleastern/énd[of thelbalelis(a[skilfully[carved [skull with[Wwings(whilelat[the
westernlendis @ (simpler(fluted, or(scalloped, design.[Thetombllid [orledgeriiponwhich the bale(sits has/agadrooned
edge, @ seriesof (Gonvex[protrusions, [sometimes/teferred tolas“piecrust’ moulding. [Onelof thelddvantages(of thedhest
tomb(designlis thatlit'gives/scopefor(inscriptions/on/four(sides.[Unfortunatelythelinscription/on/Valentine’s tomb/is
now muchwornland practically indecipherable. [However, [thelinscription Wwas[tecorded before it began(to decayand
reads:

Herellyethlthelbody 6f Valentine[Stronge, [FreelMason
Heldeparted!thislifeltNovember(thell..[AD[1662
Here'slonelthatlwaslandblelworkmanlong
Wholdivrshousesbuilt, lhothfairldnd(Stronge
Though(Stronghelwas, dlstronger(camelthan he
And(zobb’dliim 6f his lifeland [fame, Welsee
Movinglanldldhouseldhew onelfor o rear
Deathlimethim by thelway, land Inid him(more

Itlis[curious(that/although(thelinscriptionstates/that/Valentine/died inMNovember (1662, the entry for Valentine’s/burial
aslrecordedlinltheFairford ParishRegister((availablelonmicrofilm/intheGloucestershire[Archives)lis(dlearly written(ds
26(September(1662.

Onltheleastern(facelof the fomblislan(eéscutcheonlor shield (bearing[thelinitials 'VS[and theldate[1662. [Ontheopposite,
western, (facelislalsimilar éscutcheon,more(severelyeroded, [containing threel¢astles. [[This symbollis[probablytaken
from[thelLondonCompany [of Freemasons(wholwere granted [Arms[in[1473[consistinglof (three castlesland [almason’s
compass. [WhileltheFreemasons organizationloffoday haslitsrootslin[thedncient/companiesof (masons(that[were[set
uplinlLondonland(theprovincestolprotectitheprofession, thelfreemasonlof Valentine[Strong’slérawas still wery much
alworker with(stoneldnd[itwould (be wrongtolascribeldny(other(significance(to [the [SymbollonValentine’s fomb. [t has
been(suggested by (W R(Elliottthat(the $trongs(and theirimasonmeighbours(the Kempsters iayeéven haveloriginated
thelbalefombldesign. [Valentine’s tfombl¢ertainly hasSome similarity (with[otherbale tombs[¢loser to the[Windrush
valley'home! of [these twolfamilies(but, as[yet, ho direct'evidence  ofthe[Strongs/beinglinvolvedlintombldesign or
buildinghas beenfound.

Although([Valentineland (hisfather had (been[prominent(stonemasonslintheir [dwn[right, (fwo of [Valentine’s[Sons were
tolreachlthelvery topLofltheir[professionlandlachievel great famelandconsiderable fortune.[[Valentine’s eldestson
Thomas, like his fatherland[grandfather, (Worked onCornburyHousemearCharlburylasivelllasonlongleat Housefor
SirJohn[Thynne. [ Inlabout[1666 helbuilt lodgings[for thelscholars of  Trinity [Collegelat[Oxford[to the designsLof



Christopher(Wren, (Who(was(thenla[professor ofanatomylat(Oxford
butllwasllbecomingImore[land Jmorellinterested Jinlarchitecture.
Following(the Great[Firelof Londonlin September(1666 there/wasla
hugeldemand [for [stonemasons to rebuild [the Citylin[stone. [Through
his[Jlacquaintance Uwith['Wren, [Thomas[Strong, Lland hislyounger
brother[Edward, (becamelinvolved(inthe(rebuilding[of many tuined
churcheslin[the[City (of lLondonWhile[their[brothersmaintained the
quarryingbusiness(athomeland(supplied [Somelof the[Stonetised in
therebuilding. TUnder[Wren(the[Strong[brothers Wwerelcontracted to
rebuild[St[Benetlin Paul'sLtWharf, (St Augustinelin Old (Change, [St
Stephen’slin(Walbrook, [St Michael’sin[Paternoster Royalland [Several
other(of lLondon’s ¢hurches.[[In[1675after[Wrenhad [beenappointed
aslchieflarchitectfor(the rebuildinglof (St Paul’s[Cathedral, hel¢chose
Thomas tobe onelof(thetwo master masonsfor the[mammoth(projectand it(fell to Thomasto(lay [thefirst foundation
stonelfor(themew[cathedrallon(21June[1675.[Thelmaster (masons[were(responsible for translating[Wren’sdesign into
solid[reality(and managed(alargeWworkforcelof stonemasons, draftsmenlandlabourers. [Some[of the[stone for St Paul’s,
especially(thefinestoneuised forlinterior(decoration, wasbroughtfoPaul’s(Wharffrom[the Strong’s own[quarries but
themajority(dame from thePortlandquarrieslinDorsetiwhichproduced!(adoarser, harderform/oflimestone.

Thomas|diedlin1681[and wasburied atTayntonlandhis brother(Edwardwasappointed as[Wren’ssole master mason
forthelremainderlof the[St[Paul’sL¢ontract,[although(several firms[of (masonserelinvolved in thelactual building
work.[[Ittwas/Edward(whol(laid [theVery(last/stone on the dome ofthe[cathedrallon[20[October(1708(to¢complete a
projectthathadtaken(33years.[Edward’sson, lalsolcalled (Edward, as|alsolastonemasonland was[contracted o build
thellantern(thatsits(on[the(top lof (the[domelof(St[Paul’s. [Edward[Strong(senior(becamelthe[Master of the(Worshipful
Companylof Masonswhichin1975lerected [@plaquelinithe Cryptto dommemoratethe Workofithe Strongbrothersat(St
Paul’s.[TTEdwardbecamelalvery[wealthy man/fromlhis worklatSt[Paul’s’and[onlotherprojectsincludingtheRoyal
NavalHospitallatGreenwichand [Blenheim (Palace. [HebuiltatIeasttwolargehousesin[St[Albans, Hertfordshireland
lived atmearby[Abbots(Langley until his/deathlon[8February 1723, [just threeweeks before the deathlofhis[old [friend
and[colleague(Sir(Christopher[Wren. [Edward [Strong[wasburied in St[Peter’s[Churchin [$t[AlbansWheretherelis(an
impressive monument(totim.
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